
“How Old Are Our Governments?” 
 
 

The link to the attached chart defines three separate governing periods of time within the 
Hobart community, and the forms of governing authority that existed during these periods. 
The chart is based upon extensive research with supportive documents for each statement 
described. The chart illustrates factual history and Hobart’s explanation for why its legal 
position is that the former Oneida Indian Reservation was discontinued long ago. The chart 
answers the following question: 

 
“How old are our governments?” 

 
225 years: United States Constitution, Ratified 1789 
196 years: Brown County, formed from Michigan Territory in 1818 
166 years: State of Wisconsin, chartered in 1848 
106 years: Town (Village) of Hobart, incorporated in 1908 
104 years: Town of Oneida incorporated in 1910 
77 years: Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, federally chartered May 1, 1937. 

 
Click here for Chart: 

http://www.hobart-wi.org/vertical/sites/%7B354A483F-042E-454E-A570-720BFEDE46D9%7D/uploads/Three_Separate_Governments_and_Governing_Systems_-_1838_-_2013(1).pdf

